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Abstract

The research project “Bibliographies and Abstracts of Printed Media Related to
Contemporary Arts and Culture: Visual Arts and Musical Arts”, with its principal objective to
make a broad survey on the body of knowledge and research related to contemporary
visual art and music appreciation, is carried out to issue a collection of any printed matter
and a systematic data based on bibliographies and abstracts.

The information is required through the collection listof famous creative
contemporary artists , including the sources where important contemporary artifacts
displayed in both academic institutes and galleries . The focus of the study aims at the
foundation of contemporary art, its concepts , its aesthetics, art gallery, the work of new
artists, art exhibition, and research in arts , which reflects the aesthetics value originated
from the old foundation , yet enriched with the new creative idea in multi dimensions and
art compositions, which are elaborately linked to the international art itself.

The information collected from all printed matter on contemporary artistic work
of visual arts and music appreciation having already been surveyed can be categorized into
three main groups: the development, the philosophy, the concepts, the artists and the
presentation techniques. The study shows that the social context is instrumental in the
change of the creative work. Also, the contemporary artists are influenced by the notion of
post-modernism on the art for “all 7, with no class discrimination, and the emphasis on the
creative work which can be connected to natural culture, local culture and international
culture. The local artists whose works are created on the foundation of preserving the local
way of life and artistic tradition have more space of their own. The space is also open wide
for the foreign artists, especially Asian ones, who have produced the work by tradition, and
participated in expanding the work towards the international level.

The study also indicates that the material used in creating the work of art is varied,
ranging from natural matter to modern technological material like iron, metal, brass, bronze,
aluminum. The artists have experimented using these materials to meet their quest to
portray the image of the society so explicitly and profoundly that it has become Thailand’s
valuable heritage. The art forms used are multi- media painting and installation which are
shown in international exhibitions and an artist’s own gallery. Also, Thai contemporary
sculpture has reflected the combination and adaptation in all aspects: the philosophy, the
concepts, the techniques and the presentation technique. Therefore, throughout the six
decades, the study of Thai contemporary sculpture has been consistently promoted in art
institutes, and the museums are encouraged to make a collection of these work.

The information collected from all printed matter on contemporary artistic work of
music appreciation having already been surveyed can be categorized into five main groups:

the development of music appreciation in Thai society, the development of musical



instruments and skills, the concepts and technique of composing contemporary music, the
musicians’ biography and their work, the criticism on the body of knowledge. The study
indicates that the musical work is closely related to the social context, which has influenced
on the following aspects: the forms, the melody, the composition, the musical instruments
and the lyric. The transition period of Thai music has passed down from the traditional ritual
to universal concept. Then, local flavor is brought back to combine with modern music. For
instance, the lyric of modern music is depicted from Thai literature to reflect the way of life
of Thai people, and the ensemble of traditional Thai music and western music, known as
the westernized modern Thai songs, was pioneered by the popular big band, Sun-Ta-Ra-

Porn, and become to be a solid ground for the multi dimension of musical work in Thailand.



